High Middle Ages


Subject: Global Studies I

Benchmark: Tower of London

Standards: 2B, 2C

TOPIC:  High Middle Ages

MAJOR IDEA:  Many changes occurred during the High Middle Ages.  One of the most noted changes is the growth of royal power in England and France.  In 1066 William the Conqueror invaded and went on to unite England.  Soon after William was crowned King.  William constructed the Tower of London as part of his campaign to establish and maintain control over London.  This was part of an extensive castle building campaign to strengthen royal control.  Also, during the High Middle Ages the Crusades revived religious commitment and fervor and revived interest in trade with other cultures.  The changes that would occur over time would affect the Tower of London and the fabric of society.  At the Tower of London, the original Tower was a classic medieval keep which over time became part of a complex that developed into a concentric fortress.  The Tower of London would continue to play a role in maintaining the influence of royal government.

SUGGESTED AIMS:

· How did William the Conqueror use the construction of the Tower of London to solidify control over London?

· What are the Laws of William the Conqueror and what is their historical significance?  How was this continued and built upon by Henry II?

· How did William the Conqueror change the role of the monarchy in England?  How did he, and other monarchs, come to gain power over nobles and the church?

· What was the symbolic role of the Tower of London in King John’s signing of Magna Carta?

· ‘In the Middle Ages men has no great thought that they did not write down in stone’ – Victor Hugo.  What did Hugo mean by this statement and what was the importance of castle building (e.g. the Tower of London) during the middle ages?

· How did King William (the Conqueror) learn about his kingdom?  What is the significance of the Domesday book?

· How would the Tower of London come to play a role in the ongoing religious conflict that swept Europe beginning in the middle ages?

· How can we learn about the middle ages and the early years of the Tower of London?  How do preservationists learn about buildings as old as the Tower of London?

· How did the Tower of London expand to evolve from a medieval keep to a concentric form suited for defense? 

· What were the Crusades and what was the role of King Richard the Lionheart?  What occurred in Richard’s kingdom while he was on crusade?

VISUAL EXAMPLES:

· Map of the Tower of London (included in the benchmark readings).

SUGGESTED ACTIVITIES:

· Have students research William the Conqueror and other key figures from the period.  Have them create an illustrated biographical profile of their subject.  The profile should detail at least two key events in the person’s life.  The illustrations should be accompanied by captions explaining the illustration.

· Read portions of Magna Carta aloud in class.  Conduct a discussion of its importance to the people at the time and its long-term historical significance.  How might society or history have been different if Magna Carta had never been signed or implemented?  Why was King John reluctant to sign Magna Carta?  What was the symbolic importance of the Tower of London in King John’s granting of Magna Carta?

· Map the expansion of the Tower of London.  How does its expansion reflect its changing or growing role? Identify the different buildings or various elements according to the time in which they were constructed.  Create a map that is composed of transparent layers, each representing a different time or phase for the Tower of London.  The transparencies can lay over one another charting the development of the complex.

· Use a Venn diagram or other chart to compare and determine the long-term historical impacts of the Laws of William the Conqueror and the Common Law of Henry II.  Which laws are still relevant today? Which still exist today, though possibly in an altered form?  Which laws are no longer applicable in today’s society?

· Create an illustrated timeline of the Tower of London’s first 400 years of history.  Include key events in history and also the lesser-known occurrences of the many people and incidents that occurred at the Tower.  Have students write journal entries for the various people who appear on the timeline.  The journal entries should discuss their time at the Tower of London.

· Compare and contrast European forms of defense (consider the Tower of London in its role as a fortress) to those employed by the Turks during the Crusades?

· Explore the role of literature as a basis for historical evidence.  Geoffrey Chaucer worked at the Tower of London and his Canterbury Tales are considered by many to provide an insight into medieval life.  What can we say about medieval life from Chaucer’s work?  What other works from the period might be used to provide historical information or draw from historical events and persons (e.g. The Adventures of Robin Hood, Song of Roland)?

· Explore the idea of fact and myth in history. For example, King Richard the Lionheart was a noble and well-respected king and warrior in the Crusades.  During the Third Crusade the Muslim leader Saladin stated that if he must loose his land he would rather loose it to Richard than any other man alive.  However, Robin Hood, a thief, who is said to have robbed from the rich to give to the poor, often overshadows King Richard the Lionheart in popular memory.  His adventures occurred while King Richard was on crusade and his brother John, who imposed many heavy taxes, had seized power after a siege at the Tower of London.  How are mythic figures and heroes created from history?

RESOURCES:

· The Laws of William the Conqueror.

· Magna Carta available on-line at http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/mcarta.html

· Information on the Legend of Robin Hood.

· http://www.icg.fas.harvard.edu/~chaucer/ - The Geoffrey Chaucer website with information of Chaucer and the Canterbury Tales.

· http://www.librarius.com/cantales.htm - An annotated version of the Canterbury Tales.  This site is well laid out and text is available by chapters.

HOMEWORK:

· Read and write a short report on a mythic tale or figure from England’s middle ages (e.g. Robin Hood).

· Write a diary account of daily life in the Tower of London during the Crusades.  What would the ladies left behind while the men went away on the Crusades have done to occupy themselves?  What would their worries and concerns have been?  
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